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the landlords many resided on their estates, while some lived
apart, visiting their villages from time to time; a few only
were absentees altogether.

Under   these   arrangements   the   question of   tenant-right
became very important, especially as no such right had, in
these districts, been recognized under Mahratta rule.    Not
indeed that the tenantry had been oppressed, because there
were hardly hands enough to cultivate the lands in a fertile
and sparsely peopled country, and thus a sort of competition
arose among landlords for tenants.    Now, however, that pro-
prietary right, heritable, transferable, marketable, was being
conferred upon the landlords great and small, or rather recog-
nijsed formally as belonging to them, it was consonant with
Indian practice that tenant-right should be in the same degree
recognized and protected.   In this matter the same principles
as   those   already described   in   chapters IV.   and V. were
adopted.   All tenants, who had been for some time in occupa-
tion of their fields, were registered as being entitled to have
their rents judicially fixed and to be free from liability to
ejectment so long as they paid that rent.     Some classes of
tenants were after special enquiry placed in the position of
.inferior proprietors.   These provisions on behalf of tenant-right
were far advanced during the time when I was Chief Commis-
sioner.   They were taken up again by my successor, Mr. (after-
wards Sir George)  Campbell, and were rendered still more
favourable to the tenantry.

There was always much intercommunication between the
peasantry of Nagpur and their neighbours of Berar in the
Nizam's dominions. While Nagpur, under the management
of Sir Richard Jenkins, was comparatively well administered,
Berar was harassed by misrule under the Nizam, so Berar culti-
vators migrated largely into Nagpur. Now, however, Berar had
come under British administration also, and was being settled
under conditions more favourable to the peasantry even than
those in Nagpur, for in effect the occupants were being made
peasant proprietors as no landlord class was found in existence.
Then Nagpur cultivators returned to their old fields in Berar,